CCI Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

9:00-10:30 AM





     4187 Smith Laboratory

ATTENDEES: Brown, Davidson, Krissek, Mercerhill, Huffman, Shabad, Soundarajan, Vankeerbergen; Guest: Chris Adams, Deborah Haddad
AGENDA: 

1. Approve minutes from 11/3/09 
One member requests clarifications concerning point 2.F. on study abroad in the Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean & Amazonian Studies. J. Mercerhill asked the initiating committee the following concerning their insertion of study abroad language in the Minor proposal: “Since study abroad is not required on the minor, the committee recommends replacing the current text with a much shorter statement about encouraging students to participate in one of the many study abroad options. Students can then petition to have courses from the program count on the minor as appropriate.”
Brown, 2nd Huffman, unanimously approved
2. Proposal for an Interdisciplinary Minor in South Asia Studies (return) 
A. Background: 
· The development committee has responded to subcommittee’s question concerning the distribution of time periods covered in courses within the minor. It is the intent of the committee to encourage flexibility when it comes to the time periods considered. 
· There is also flexibility for students to focus on certain subject areas. Faculty advisors or major advisors will work with students. (At our 10-27 meeting, one member had expressed concern about scarcity of science courses in proposed minor.) 

· Mercerhill provides information on how the courses were selected: First, the development committee came up with learning objectives and then departments were asked to submit courses. If departments did not respond, then their courses are not included. In the future, departments can suggest other courses for inclusion, if they so desire.
B. Discussion: 
· Q: What if 265 is the last course students take in the minor? A: That’s OK. It’s the reality of minors at OSU.

· Comment: p. 3 of proposal: For a topics course like Comp Studies 651, only the “South Asian Film” version of the course would be appropriate.

· J. Davidson: There is an EALL film course (EALL 346 Asian American Film). Why not listed? A: Maybe because it is not taught often. 
· Q: Was EALL approached? A: Almost sure they were. Concern: there is only one EALL course listed, and this one is cross-listed with Comp Studies: Comp Stds/EALL 323 “The Buddhist Tradition.” This is a bit strange.

· This minor is a stand-alone minor. Originally, it was going to be housed in International Studies (no longer the case).

Brown, 2nd Shabad, approved unanimously
3. ASC 265 (return) 
A. Background:

· J. Mercerhill sat down with some faculty members who are likely to teach the course. They answered the questions and changed the syllabus based on the discussion. This is a template syllabus rather than a specific syllabus—syllabus could change depending on faculty member teaching the course.

· Overview of changes made by initiating committee:

· Each student will be asked to do one presentation.
· Students will be expected to do all the readings.

· Participation grade was added.
· Mid-term information was clarified.
· Films: excerpts will be shown and arrangements will be made to show whole movie outside of class.

· Domestic politics specifics added.

B. Comments:
· On p. 1 of syllabus: “We will distribute the buying and reading of the material among us on the first day of classes.” This is confusing as students will probably wonder if they have to buy everything. Are only the first four books required (Bose and Jalal, Ganguly, Hagerty, Mittal and Thursby)? Ask for clarification on what books and movies are required as opposed to suggested. 
· On p. 1 of syllabus: “Please come and see me if you’d like to discuss how and whether this course fulfills GEC requirements.” This sentence needs to be removed. Course is not a GEC course.

Huffman, 2nd Davidson, approved with contingency (see comments in bold above)
4. Major proposal for Bachelor of Arts in Public Affairs--John Glenn School of Public Affairs
A. Background:

· Trevor Brown goes over changes made upon recommendation of this subcommittee (see memo to subcommittee CCI IIS Memo 11 9 09.doc posted on CRMT webpage ):  
· Clarifications as to whether public affairs programs elsewhere are offered in a specific department or in a unit
· Health Policy and Management track now replaces Criminal Justice Policy and Management Track

· 10-hr social science & 597 requirement (for B.A.) now replaces 15-hr social science requirement (for B.S.)
· “Public affairs education” language and typos have been removed
· Clarification of applied public policy in Public Affairs major compared to other uses of policy in other degrees
· Some concurrence letters have been received as well as a letter of support from the Ohio City/County Management Association 
· 490 (State and Local Government Finance) new course request has been introduced

· 678 & 679 will need to be changed to 678.02 and 679.02 (D.C. courses) and new courses 678.01 and 679.01 will need to be introduced to offer the courses in Columbus
B. Krissek remembers that 200, 240, and 290 were approved earlier this year with stipulation that they could only be applied with certain clientele. Similar problem with 678 and 679. Concurrences with Political Science for those 5 courses were for specific clientele. ASC Curriculum and Assessment Office will follow up on this (done 11-18-09 bv).
C. Questions from JGS for subcommittee (see memo to subcommittee CCI IIS Memo 11 9 09.doc posted on CRMT webpage ):  

1. Through the concurrence process, a handful of units have asked about why the School elected not to include courses from other Departments that are part of majors and minors offered by those units.  The Glenn School’s reasoning is that if those courses are included as part of the proposed BA they will not be able to count towards those units’ majors and minors.  Is that the correct interpretation of the rules?
· A: A course cannot be in 2 majors. Subcommittee believes that students should take 30 independent hours and after that hours can overlap. For minors, there can be no overlap. That is, courses in a minor cannot count for major. Mary Ellen Jenkins would be able to answer all those types of questions. 

· Follow-up exchanges: 

· Q: Is that an ASC rule or a university rule? A: It’s an ASC rule.
· Brown: some minors outside of ASC could be of use to JGS.

· Q: Where is major going to be housed? Discussions ongoing in ASC.

2. Will the Public Affairs tracks appear on advising reports and transcripts?

· A: Probably not (it’s internal).
D. General discussion:

· Concurrences: 
· Concurrence form uses following language “Unit supports the Public Affairs major proposal.” School of Communication wants to restate concurrence. They are happy to include courses in proposal, but no answer yet on approval of major. Haddad: Communication has not really read the proposal yet. When they first gave concurrence, they had not read the form attentively.  Brown:  JGS is willing to rephrase language of the form so that the distinction is made between concurrence re: courses and re: major. There is no ECA form for concurrences since majors do not go through ECA. This form was developed by JGS based on OAA documentation.

· Q: Who are the major people you need to talk to? A: Departments whose courses are in the 4 tracks were asked for concurrences. Some units have responded and approved (Statistics, History, English, Comparative Studies); some units are having discussions with JGS at this point; some units have not responded yet (e.g., Political Science). The 4 tracks are: Urban Policy and Management; Health Policy and Management; Community Organization and Civic Engagement; Nonprofit Management.

· Nonprofit Management track:

· Concern: track has many Business courses. Sometimes non-Business students have a hard time getting into Business courses. A: These are courses that Business has presented to JGS. Fisher is often willing to have sections for non-Business students. 
· Q: There are several courses labeled as “Foundations of” among the elective courses. Would it be valuable to have those courses mandatory for the track students? A: These courses are not necessarily foundational for this particular area of study (that is, nonprofit management).

· ASC 337, PUB AFRS 330: Part of interdisciplinary minor in nonprofit that is being developed.

· Community Organization and Civic Engagement: 
· Concern: There are 4 foundational courses. For the “other courses,” you can select from untaken foundational courses. In Urban Policy and Management track, JGS does not have this rule. A: That’s a mistake; same rule should apply for all tracks. 

· Health Policy and Management track will be presented next time.
· Tracks: 

· Q: Do other programs at other institutions have tracks? A: Not all. Some programs are interdisciplinary in nature (like JGS), others are wholly (or mostly) contained in their school. It varies.

· NAASPA has not identified specific tracks that they advise as critical. Programs often leave it up to advisors to develop tracks for their students.

· Concern: 4 tracks is a lot at one time. A: Yes. However, 4 is less than the 8 tracks that were originally proposed. All courses already exist. 678 & 679 can be easily taught here. Different instructors (faculty) would be teaching courses here. Faculty in DC and on Columbus campus regularly travel between both cities. Ken Kolson (instructor of record for D.C.) comes to Columbus more than once a quarter. (There are 2 full-time faculty in D.C.) Staff here goes to D.C. frequently. 
· Class offerings:

· Q: Projection of student enrollment is 40ish for each year’s co-cohort. What is optimal enrollment for 678 and 679? A: About 30. Follow-up comment: So 678 and 679 would have to be offered twice a year--at least one section in Columbus.
· Q: How does program plan to accommodate students who start in the middle of their sophomore year, for example (with all the prerequisites etc.)?  Especially when we go to semesters, this may be difficult to fit in needs of students. A: An additional 1.5 faculty member is needed. This year, 3 new faculty are hired. Next year, 3 more faculty will be hired. In other words, JGS has the necessary faculty to teach additional classes.

· Krissek: JGS is not “newest” school on campus. “Earth Sciences” is!
· Questions from T. Brown: 
· How do we review the proposal going forward?  

A: Krissek: Concurrences with major actors need to be dealt with first: i.e. Political Science, Economics. The subcommittee can deal with tracks, but the core needs to be dealt with first.

· How do we move discussion forward with Political Science? 

A: Shabad: Provide substantial intellectual justification for this major. Why do most Big 10 not have a Public Affairs undergraduate major? Explain why we should be innovative. Provide a justification. (Concern: By proliferating specializations, students can come out of OSU without core knowledge.) Davidson agrees that the rationale for this major and tracks has not been satisfactorily presented and that is why some units may not have responded yet. Krissek concurs that so far the explanation for the major has been professional, not intellectual.
